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Year 2 Reflection 
As I began the DEL program for year 2, I wasn’t entirely sure what was in store for us as students. Year one set foundational practices in place that allowed us as students to better understand and evaluate the “why” we are here and part of the DEL program. Year two brought us closer to the end goal of defending our dissertation, challenged each of us individually and collectively as a group. Through understanding more theory-based research to learning about qualitative and quantitative research methods, year two gave each of us the tools and skills to move forward in our scholarly research to prepare us to write and later defend our dissertation. Through the coursework and application assignment this year of work has been a way to add on to the knowledge of what we learned in year one. 
In the leadership research design course, I was able to develop and gain skills to better understand how to conduct and structure the research design. The class taught the fundamentals of research design and the importance of ensuring the design helps to create the bridge to write to your dissertation. The conceptual framework for leadership course brought the meaning of annotative bibliographies to the forefront. This course allowed for each student to dive deeper into the literature and better understand the purpose of the literature to the potential dissertation topic. Going through the research to develop an annotated bibliography was extremely helpful to better understanding both where the research currently is, but more importantly where the gaps in research are. 
The next courses brought us into the specific designs of both the quantitative and qualitative varieties. Being able to walk through the structures and functionalities of each type of designs and why they are important was effective to understanding how my research topic would fit. The coursework allowed each student to better understand how each type of design would impact my dissertation topic. Once I was able to research the information and better understand the functions of the design models, I was better able to determine what would work for my specific research. 
Overall, year two has been a shift from year one in the sense that year one was really around developing foundational practices that allowed each of us as students to be ready for year two. As we started year two, I quickly realized the coursework and tone of the coursework shifted from developing practices to implementing these practices into everyday leadership. In addition, year two focused on giving each student the resources and knowledge of how to move to the next step of the doctoral process. The year two coursework pushed me to be more focused in my thinking and more purposeful in my research. The coursework, guidance, and overall structure of DEL year two I believe has given me the necessary tools to move into the dissertation writing phase research of year 3. 
